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M E X OI R 8 


0 F T HE 


LIFE and ACTIONS 


u. oi 
General BLAKENEY. 
ENERAL Bracenty was born at 
Mount-Blakeney, in the County of Li- 
merict, in the Kingdom of Ireland, 
Ann. 1672, at one Miles Diſtance from the Bo» 
rough Town of Kilmallock, which his Father and 


he ſucceſſively repreſented in the Iviſb Parliament, 
and for which Place he is ſtill a Member. 
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He paſſed by firſt Fa! in oh a Courſes of 
Education, without any great Paſſion for Books, 
i we except Hiſtory only, in which, it was ob- 
ſerved, he delighted much when very young, 
and was indulged in his favorite Study without 
being preſſed to purſue any Courſe he was not 
4 l 1 inchred | 


14 1 


inclined to; fo that, at the Age of ſeventeen, a 
good Degree of hiſtorical Knowledge (not much 
methodiſed) a little Progreſs in the Latin Tongue, 


and a compleat Hability in Dancing (of which 


Exerciſe he has ever ſince been very fond) were 
the principal of his acquired Accompliſhments. 


As he was born to a confiderable Eſtate, con- 
ſiderable in a Country where all Things were 
cheap, and in which Manufactures had not yet 
been eſtabliſned, he ſeemed to entertain no other 
Ambition, than that of ſetting down on his pater- 
nal Inheritance, and ſupporting the Character his 
Family had always borne, of being uſeful and 
hoſpitable Neighbours : But the Attempts of King 
James the Second to ſubvert the Conſtitution of 
that and his other Kingdoms, and the Scenes of 
War and Diſtreſs which enſued, and ended in the 


| glorious Revolution of 168 8, and the Re-eſtabliſh- 


ment of Liberty and Property, after the ſucceſs- 
ful Battles of Boyne and Aughrim, gave a new 
Turn to his Thoughts, and inſpired him with a 
Reſolution of oy. ne his Life t to > Arms. | 
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It muſt be ina, that the County of Lime- 


rick was then, and ſtill remains for the greater 


"Part; in Poſſeſſion of the Families, who were Ad- 
Venrurers 


n 
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wenturers in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, or got 
| Debentures under Oliver Cromwell; the old Propri- 
etors however kept up their Claims, and made 
ſure of reſettling themſelves under the auſpicious 
Influence of an arbitrary and popiſh Prince; and 


the firſt Inſurrections of certain Parties called; in 


Triſh, Rapparees (from a Weapon faſhioned like a 
Raike, which they bare inſtead of a Spear) ap- 
peared in that Part of the —_— wwe mon 
eee pe Bain fr it lo, oem en deen 
The rab 5 our General thinking al was 
loſt, as indeed Appearances were bad, thought it 
| beſt to retire: himſelf and his Family to his Kinſ- 
man of Caftle-Blakeney,' in the County of Galway, 
who being a good Catholick (though the Family 
is now Proteſtant) he ſuppoſed would be able to 
| ſhelter them from the Outrages of the Papiſts, 
till better Times ſhould invite him to return to his 
abdicated H om. „ ben v4 abs 
Voung Blakeney endeavoured, tho' in vain, to 
work a Change of Sentiments in his Father, and 
repreſented to him how certain their Ruin would 
be, if Men of Fortune and Influence in the Coun- 
ty ſhould deſert it, at a Time when they were 
moſt wanted, and leave the few Proteſtants with- 


out 


I „„ 
out a Head: And it is certain, the aniverſah De- 
| ſertion from Ireland, of Men. of the beſt For- 
tunes, was the principal Cauſe of all the Cala- 
mities that Kingdom ſuffered, and gave King 
James an Opportunity of playing | his e 
A 7181 Ti 
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| Ou Generil il Goding TE We ee ick. 
feQual, obtained. leave to ſtay at Home, and 
armed as many of his own. and neighbouring 
Tenants as he could get together, to ſuppreſs 
the tumultuous Gangs of Plunderers that appear- 
ed about them. He made out a Kind of Diſci- 
pline for them, which extended no farther 
than keeping cloſe Ranks, and not running 
away, and firing as they could; by which Pro- 
greſs in the Art of War, he and his Men became 
ſo teftible, that they cleared that Part of the 
County of all the miſereant "Crews | that 8 ; 


endeavoured to infeſt them. 


| e When the Affairs of Een Were felettled 
daunder the happy Government of King Willium, 
Vliateney teſolbed to ſerce Abroud as ſoon as Op- 
paortunity offered; but either throtigh'a Diſlike 
| his Father had for that kind of Life for his 
| eſdeſt Son, or for What winner Cauſe I cannot 
270 : juſtly 
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juſtly fay ; but he got no Commiſſion til the 
Commencement of the Queen's War, and 
was an Enligh wich ren Cave at bas _ 
of N 473) 


He nad not Les with in | Flanders, bite 
bi was noticed by the General Officers for 
his Skill and Aſſiduity in Diſcipline, doing 
the Adjutant's Part in his own Corps as often 
as permitted, and is ſaid to have been the 
firſt | who exerciſed by Beat of Drum, and 
waving the Colours; but, however that- be, 
it is' certain that he exerciſed the whole allied 
Army at once, for the Entertainment of ſome 


German Princes, who went on a Viſit to the 


Camp at Ro/endate,' being raiſed high on 
Arches of Pontoons, and giving Orders by 
waving the Colours to che reſpective Drums 
of each Regiment, the whole Lines per- 


formed as if one IR only were exer- 
ciſed, 2 | g en 
As I intend this only for a Sketch of his 
Life and Actions, I ſhall paſs over the leſs 
buſy Part of his Years, only obſerving, by 
the way, that from his firſt Entrance into 
the Army, he always lived at Quarters, and 
whilſt 


[8] 

whilſt a Major; and for a long, long Time 
after, a Lieutenant-Colonel, very rarely ſtirred 
from his Corps, of which he had always the 
Command, his ſeveral Colonels being too well 
at Court to think of leaving it, and their 
Intereſts there, to do their Duty to their 
9273 and . pr. h vo - be 7 
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Mes was Aena by 5 the; Officer un- 
der him as a Kind of Father or Guardian, 
eſpecially by the young Men, whoſe Morals 
as well as Expences he had a, conſtant Eye 
on, and though indulgent enough to the ſmal- 
Jer Errors of Louth, never pardoned any 
thing; eitlier ill-natured or diſhonourable; he 
ad acquired ſuch a univerſal Reputation of 
Juſtioe ati Diſeretion with the Parents of his 
young Officers, that he never failed to get 


their Finances repaired, as often as he applied 


401 it by Letter, :ohough, perhaps not perſo- 
nally known to any one of their Guardians 


or Parents. The Major's Letter to the old 
Gentleman at the Manſion-Houſe, was as 
good as 4 Bank Bill; but it Was not always 


coſy to procure it, nor ever to be done till 


alter . due. Bramination had, and full Proof 
brought 
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brought, that all was fair and honourable, 
and particularly no Gaming in the Caſe. 

Thus he continued for many Years, em- 
ployed in ſuch Offices, and in the peaceful 
Exerciſes of War, the Theory of which he 
was daily improving, by inventing new Kinds 
of Arms and Diſcipline ; he was always well 
furniſhed with good Sortments of Fields of 
Battle, ſomewhat like Cheſs- Boards, and Men | 
and Horſes to array on them, together with 

Citadels, Garriſons, and Outworks, Sc. The 
Attack and Defence of which, he would often 
explain to the young Officers, who leveed 
him in the Morning, and generally found 
him at that Study, in which, and reading 
| (if not a Field- Day) he uſually ſpent the 
Morning of his Week-Days; for he always 
went to Church on Sunday, and was not 
well pleaſed with any Officer or private Man 
who neglected it. 


It has been obſerved above, that he con- 
tinued long in the Station of Lieutenant-Colonel, 
perhaps not pleaſed with it, but never complain- 
ing. He had no Friend at Court but his Merit, 
which had d been enough, % with fo brave and truly 


a royal 


10 

a royal Maſter, had he not been miſrepreſented, 
whoſe Diſpleaſure he incurred by being a Man 
of Honour, and diſcharging his Duty to his 
King! —_ Country in! Darkiargent. ' 85 


"He was reinſtated in his Wat s Fayour, 
by the unſollicited good Offices of the noble and 
generous Duke of Richmond, who took an Oppor- 
tunity to allure his Melly, ane he had not a 


Soldier; in his Armies. The Event is juſtified 
the noble Duke's Aſſertion, to all the Friends of 
England and its Liberties, however diſagreeable 
a Truth it may be, and however embarraſſing the 
General's Conduct may have proved to a Set of 
Men, whoſe Politicks extend no farther than 
how to extricate themſelves from Difficulties, by 
plunging their Country in Diſtreſſes ; by ſacri- 
ficing the Wealth and Honour of the Nation, 
to their own execrable Ambition of lording it 
over a corrupt and degenerate Repreſentative; 
whoſe principal Aim, it is to debaſe the Spirits 
of the People, to ſuppreſs all Merit, in either 
civil or military Capacities, and by their good 
Win, would bring eternal Diſgrace on a whole 
People, the better to fit them for the Yoke ; 

and 


111 ] 
and who ſecretly rejoice to ſee England made 
the ou of ar: . N * Jong,” o E 


* to e to à better Sobjea EIS 
plation, General Blakeney, - if he expreſſed but 
little Diſdontent on being ſo long overlooked 
and neglected, he teſtified but little Satisfaction 
on being promoted to a Regiment; and was no 
farther pleaſed with it, than as he thought him- 
ſelf in a better ens to ſerve bis eee 
his nnen I SELL, eee 


His Behaviour in his feveral Poſts and "FA 
ments will be related in a properer Place. The 
Part he acted at Carthagena, and at Sterling-Caftle, 


is in the general well known; but at each Place 


fornething happened, the Reader will be PRA 
to learn, that i is not * ee 


He was . the Attack on the firſt, that 
eber ſo unſucceſsful, but adviſed in the Court- 
Martial, that if it muſt be made, they ſhould 
begin at Day- break; that the Garriſon would 
probably ſally, and then the Engliſb Soldiers on 
a Repulſe, would have a Chance to enter pell 
mel} with the Spaniſh ; This was over-ruled. 


At 
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At PRE he let the Rebels raiſe. their 
Works unmoleſted, and ſilenced his Cannon, 


till he faw them ready to begin the Aſſault. His 


inferior Officers in the mean Time held a Conful- 
tation, and reſolved, that he intended to give up 
the Fort; and were actually on the Point of arreſt- 
ing him, when he ſuddenly ordered all the Works 
to be manned, and charging his Cannon with 
Bags of Muſket Balls, diſperſed in a few Minutes 
the whole Rebel Rout, and the Siege was raiſed, 
with the Loſs of 300 Highlanders, whom he cut 


down like Graſs under a Scythe, for they were 


within ten Paces of his Battlement. 


The private Character of great Men (for let 
me call Blakeney one, though born in. a deſpiſed 
Country, deſpiſed by ignorant half witted People, 
who have nothing to value themſelves on, but 
having been born Britons, (a Name much more 
eſteemed at preſent at Home than Abroad), bis 
private. Character, I ſay, is What moſt People 
covet to know, and the Reader. may take it from 
one who lived owe Years i in Intimacy with him. 


ym 


— 


General Blakency, is "af a "ke Statute and 
= Rrong Make, muſclely, but not corpulent, 


large 


[13] 

| large limbed, though he dances, and did dance 
very gracefully ; ; and was particularly fond of a 
Jig, or Rigadoon, in which he acquitted himſelf 
well, tho! heavily ſhod,” having never worn any 
other than broad - toed German Shoes, an Inch 
thick i in the Sole; a large Face, a little marked 
with the Small- pox; a Smile, or ſomething like, 
| habitual ; for it is no Indication of the Humour 
he is in; walks tiff, unleſs in a Paſſion, 
which gives an incredible Eaſe to his Mo- 
tion, as if he forgot himſelf in ſuch Inter- 
vals ; but from which he quickly recovers. 
It is ſaid of ſome: People, you may know 
the Tanner they are in from their Face, 
but you may know” his better from his 
Ans, | 

le was ever a Contemner of Wealth, but 
not profuſe, though careleſs of his Reve- 
nues. The Income of his Eſtates he always 
left to one or other of his Brothers: His 
next Brother lived many Tears, by his Per- 
miſſion, at Mount-Blakeney, and received all 
his Rents; and, inſtead of accounting with 
him at the End of ſeven Years, filed a Bill 
in Chancery againſt the General for 3000 J. 
which he alledged was advanced by him, 
n when 


os] 


* all the World knew he (the Brother) 5 


never had a Great of his own, General 


Blaleney on this Proceeding, waited; on his 
| Brother's Lawyers, and told them, that for 


the Honour of their Profeſſion he came to 
acquaint. them, that they had a bad Cauſe 
to maintain; and gave them Aſſurance on 
his Honour, chat in ſeven Years he had not 
received of his Rents more than three Shil- 
lings and four, Pence, Which his Brother paid 
on his Order to a Carrier of Fiſn, which he 
had, ſent as 3 Preſent: to his Brother; for 
once Lawyers, proved. generous, his Brother 
could notaget one in the Courys to appear for 


bim, and retired to they d of Man. 


— 


His Eſtate, as well as Pay of his Regi- 


ment, he has for many Tears paſt given to his 


very worthy. Brother Major Robert Blakeney, 
and contented: himſelf with the Profits of his 
Government, 6000 J. of which he loſt lately 


by the Failure of a n - London. 


is Swiss i hat „ We 
As te the Generd's 5 3 Was al- 
ways: grave ; ſilent in Company for the moſt 


Part, 8 but not abſent; and always ſnewed be 


took a Share in the Converſation, and was 
l not 


4 * * 
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not unattentive. If he talked much at any 
Time, it was in walking the Parade, when 
it was chiefly hiſtorical... He ſeldom dined 
with them, but on moſt Evenings. met his 
Officers at ſome Tavern, . and drank Aa hearty 
vourite Liquor, to. which is „ pa- 
ralatick Diſorder that ſeized. him ſome time 
ago. He kept the Subalterns at a ſufficient 
Diſtance, which he compaſſed, not by Seve- 
rity, but by extreme Civility, and never let 
them in on him, ſo far as to make them 
loſe Reſpect; Which was very ſerviceable to 


F |) l 


them, as it gave him ſuch an Influence over . 
them, that his lighteſt Word ſpoken, had 
always an Effect, ny he never reprimanded 
them unneceſſarily, | | 


5 At Wer 
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1 is renal 5 F "x never ſent or 
received a Challenge. His Bravery, which 
always ſhews itſelf in the meekeſt Temper, 
ſecured him from the laſt, and no Man (not 


a brute Man) could deſerve the firſt, 


What Doom 1s Nel for this honeſt and 
brave Man; and what will be the Iſſue of 
a long Life, led in the Paths of Honour, 
5 | and 
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and ſpent in the Service of his Country; 
whether another "Rawleigh, he muſt fall a Sa- 
ctifite to the Pride of a great King, for 
having dared to defy: his mighty Armies,” 
and ftop 'for a while the Progreſs of his con- 
temptible Glory; or muſt pay the Forfeit of 
his ill-timed Zeal, for having rendered abortive 
the pernicious Projects of a weak, a wicked, and 
raſcally Ad———on; or, whether a good 
and gracious Maſter will be permitted to 
diſtinguiſh him with the accumulated Honours 
due to his eminent Services, is what Time 


s can determine; ; but whatever be his 


Fate with Courts and K—gs, he ſhall not 
miſs of a Reward, a Reward himſelf would 
chuſe, to have the Teſtimony of his own, 
and the ſure Conviction of future Times, 


that he lived with Honour, and died with 
* 1031 19 F | 11 4 4 
Glory. 39 nn ˖ . 
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